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Strong arts organizations build creative 
and more culturally vibrant communities. 
This is why Devon takes great pride in 
supporting the Oklahoma City Ballet. 
Expressive arts, such as dance, provide 
opportunities for learning, self-expression 
and creativity. The results enrich our lives 
and help Oklahoma flourish.
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SUPPORT OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET
Oklahoma City Ballet is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  

Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  
Your contribution is important to our mission.  

Contribute today at okcballet.org, (405) 843-9898, or make checks payable to 
Oklahoma City Ballet, 6800 N. Classen Boulevard, Oklahoma City, OK 73116.
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHYARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

ROBERT MILLS 

Since being named Artistic Director of Oklahoma City Ballet 
in 2008, Robert Mills has established himself as a prominent 
member of the Oklahoma arts scene and in the process has 
brought the company national recognition as one of the fastest 
growing ballet companies in the United States.

Born in Gary, Indiana and raised just outside of Chicago, Rob-
ert had access to world class ballet training at an early age. In 
Indiana he trained with Natalie Mayoch-Kolosci before moving 
on to study with some of Kolosci’s mentors in Chicago including
Richard Ellis, Christine DuBoulay, Larry Long, and Anna 
Paskevska. He completed his training at the School of the 

Philadelphia Ballet, and at the Joffrey Ballet School in New York City. He then enjoyed a 14-
year professional performing career dancing with numerous companies across the United States 
including Oklahoma City Ballet, Kansas City Ballet, Milwaukee Ballet, Philadelphia Ballet, among 
others.

Throughout Mills’ tenure with Oklahoma City Ballet, patrons have enjoyed seeing the extraordinary 
advancements made in the scope and quality of the company’s work on stage. Keeping a focus on 
education and community engagement, the organization can boast dramatically increased enroll-
ment in its Yvonne Chouteau School under Mills’ guidance plus the addition of numerous com-
munity engagement programs geared towards broadening OKC Ballet’s reach in the community.

A prolific choreographer, Robert has created 12 new works during his time at Oklahoma City Ballet.  
His work has been seen across the United States, and in 2017 he was selected to take part in the 
National Choreographers Initiative in Southern California, an honor bestowed to only four Ameri-
can choreographers per year.

Reporting on Robert’s time with OKC Ballet, The Oklahoman newspaper wrote; “During Mills’ ten 
years of artistic leadership of OKC Ballet, dance lovers in Oklahoma have had the pleasure of seeing 
an all-but-failed ballet company grow into a vibrant, passionate, powerful group of performers.” In 
2018, Robert was presented with a Governor’s Arts Award from the state of Oklahoma for com-
munity service.

Prior to joining Oklahoma City Ballet as Artistic Director, Robert spent three years as Artistic 
Director of Ballet Nouveau Colorado in Denver. Of his time in Colorado, The Denver Post wrote, 
“Mills was instrumental in putting it on the map…Mills is now an artistic director responsible for one 
of Colorado’s biggest dance success stories.” Ballet Nouveau Colorado has since divided into two 
organizations. The performing company is now known as Wonderbound and the school became 
Colorado Conservatory of Dance.

Mr. Mills is also a sought-after dance educator, drawing from over 25 years of teaching experience.  
He teaches classical ballet in the Yvonne Chouteau School and oversees the School Director and 
faculty. He has taught at numerous companies, schools and summer programs across the world.
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BRINGING LUXURY HOME

There’s only one Real Estate Advisor to contact when you decide 
to make your move. Britta Thrift leverages her knowledge and 
training to negotiate winning deals for all of her clients, closely 

reflecting their personal goals and passions.

With numerous designations to her name, Britta combines her 
decade of experience with an approachable but straightforward 

communication style, to create an exclusive and rewarding 
experience for her clients.

How will you define luxury living?
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This performance is made possible by Devon Energy

and the Collaborative Orchestra Services Endowment Fund.

CHOREOGRAPHY AND DIRECTION 
Robert Mills

 SET DESIGN
Gregory Crane

COSTUME DESIGN 
Susanne Hubbs

LIGHTING DESIGN
Aaron Mooney

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT
Lauren Heimstra 

STAGE MANAGER
Courtney DiBello

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGERS
Kris Gooding

Kristina Lenkowsky

COSTUME MANAGER
Claire Kroeger

COSTUME ASSISTANTS
Elizabeth Rescinito
Ashlee McCarroll

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Alexander Mickelthwate 

CONDUCTOR
Jayce Ogren

PRESENTED BY DEVON ENERGY

ACT I
SCENE 1 - THE PARTY      
It is Christmas Eve in a small, snow-covered 
German village where the Stahlbaum family is 
having a grand holiday party.  Herr Drosselmeyer, 
an eccentric old toymaker and Stahlbaum 
family friend, is in his workshop making last minute 
touch-ups on his gift to young Clara Stahlbaum,
a beautiful, handcrafted Nutcracker. Hans, 
Drosselmeyer’s young apprentice, watches 
and assists his mentor.  Meanwhile, back at the 
Stahlbaum home, Clara and her brother Fritz are 
very excited about the festivities. Clara receives a 
new dress for the party from her mother, as it also 
serves as her coming of age. Fritz is very jealous of 
all the attention his sister receives.  

Fritz and Clara have a wonderful time dancing and 
playing with friends. Herr Drosselmeyer and Hans 
arrive at the party. They bring wonderful gifts for

everyone, including magical life-size toy dolls that 
dance and amaze all of the guests.  Drosselmeyer 
saves the best surprise for last – the wonderful 
Nutcracker that he presents to Clara. Clara is 
enthralled by her gift and dances with the wooden 
toy.  In a jealous rage, Fritz breaks the Nutcracker, 
but Drosselmeyer magically fixes him. Clara takes 
a special liking to young Hans.

CLARA STAHLBAUM
Mayu Odaka (Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 7)

Alison Ramoran (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2 & 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 2)

DaYoung Jung (Dec. 18 at 2)

DROSSELMEYER
James Keating (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 19 at 7)

Benjamin Tucker (Dec. 11 at 7, 18 at 7)

Ryan Jolicoeur-Nye (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

HANS (DROSSELMEYER’S APPRENTICE) 
Randolph Fernandez (Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 7)

MUSIC 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

REHEARSAL DIRECTORS
Ryan Jolicoeur-Nye

Miki Kawamura Khalfan

STUDENT REHEARSAL 
ASSISTANTS
Racheal Nye

Macaira Pinto 
Amanda Popejoy

ADAPTED FROM E.T.A. HOFFMANN’S STORY 
The Nutcracker and the Mouse King



Zane Winders (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 2)

Alejandro González (Dec. 18 at 2)

MOTHER STAHLBAUM
Kara Troester Blythe (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

Alexandra Schooling (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

FATHER STAHLBAUM
Daniel Cooke (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

Mayim Stiller (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

FRITZ STAHLBAUM
William Poole (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Julien DeJear (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

MAID
Amelia Aroneo (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Kaileah Long (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2) 
GRANDMOTHER
Morgan Dunham

PARTY GIRLS
Jaiden Baker, Grace Beasley, Raven Bighorn, 
Emery Green, Sloane Henry, Suri McKinney, 
Kailyn Richter, Annabelle Terada, 
Maya Bryant (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2),
Olivia Nguyen (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

PARTY BOYS
Henry Byrne, Addilyn Gilbert, Nurah Hurrey, 
Adelyn Kobyluk, Eloise McCoy, Olivia McCoy, 
Lillie Shaw, Heloha Tate

PARTY SCENE PARENTS
Mickayla Carr, 
Gabrielle Mengden, Carlie Preskitt, 
Alexandra Schooling (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2),
Kara Troester Blythe (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

James Klump, Oslaniel Castillo, 
Joseph Hetzer (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7),
Jameson Keating (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2),
Daniel Cooke (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7), 
Mayim Stiller (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

KISSY DOLL
Autumn Klein (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7)

DaYoung Jung (Dec. 11 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Courtney Connor Jones (Dec. 18 at 7)

Mayu Odaka (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

SOLDIER DOLL
Erik Thordal-Christensen (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7)

Alejandro González (Dec. 11 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Nikolas Gaifullin (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2) 

SCENE 2 -THE BATTLE
Later that night, after all the guests have gone 
home and the Stahlbaum family has gone to bed, 
Clara sneaks back downstairs to check on her 
Nutcracker and finds him resting on the settee. 
In the dark there are noises everywhere! Suddenly, 
giant mice fill the room and Clara is chased about.

The living room is magically transformed into a 
battleground between giant mice and toy soldiers.  
Clara finds that her toy Nutcracker has come to 
life and is fighting to save her from the evil Mouse 
King. As the battle between mice and soldiers 
rages, Clara sees that the Mouse King is winning! 
Clara hits the Mouse King on the head with a shoe. 
This distracts the Mouse King, and the Nutcracker 
heralds the final blow.

Clara is distraught as it seems the Nutcracker has 
been mortally wounded in battle but before her 
eyes he magically transforms into a handsome 
Prince. It is Hans, the young boy whom she met at 
the party!

CLARA STAHLBAUM
Mayu Odaka (Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 7)

Alison Ramoran (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2 & 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 2)

DaYoung Jung (Dec. 18 at 2)

NUTCRACKER PRINCE
Randolph Fernandez (Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 7)

Zane Winders (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 2)

Alejandro González (Dec. 18 at 2)

MOUSE KING
Daniel Cooke (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

Mayim Stiller (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

MICE
James Klump, Oslaniel Castillo, 
Joseph Hetzer  (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7),
Jameson Keating (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2),
Daniel Cooke (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7), 
Mayim Stiller (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

LITTLE MOUSE
Harper Wackenheim (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Amélie Nye (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)



LITTLE SOLDIER
Maya Bryant (Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Olivia Nguyen (Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2) 

SOLDIERS
Maya Cabelli, Ainsley Clynch, 
Madison Dominick, Helen Jardon, 
Elizabeth Killian-Keup, Skylar Moreira, 
Tabitha Tabor, Rhys Williams
(Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Isabella Assante, Carson Berry, 
Adelyn Booher, Avery Chandler, 
Abigail Forbes, Briar Vold, 
Moira Kate Werner, Briana Wernke
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

THE LAND OF SNOW
Clara and Hans travel through a winter 
wonderland, where they are greeted by danc-
ing snowflakes. They then continue on a magical 
journey beyond her wildest dreams.

CLARA STAHLBAUM
Mayu Odaka (Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 7)

Alison Ramoran (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2 & 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 2)

DaYoung Jung (Dec. 18 at 2)

NUTCRACKER PRINCE
Randolph Fernandez (Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 7)

Zane Winders (Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 2)

Alejandro González (Dec. 18 at 2)

SNOWFLAKES
Mickayla Carr, Samantha Efaw, 
Katie Kelley, Savannah Lee, Grace Manuel, 
Annie Medich, Gabrielle Mengden, 
Maura Moody, Savannah Payne, 
Carlie Preskitt, Leah Reiter,
Alexandra Schooling, Kara Troester Blythe, 
Sara Beth Wriston

INTERMISSION

ACT II
SCENE 1 – THE KINGDOM OF 
SWEETS

Clara and Hans arrive in the Kingdom of Sweets 
and Toys, where angels have blessed the path be-
fore them. The Sugar Plum Fairy and her Cavalier 
greet the couple and introduce

them to delectable treats and toys from many 
countries. Clara and Hans tell the story of their 
battle with the Mouse King. As a reward for her 
bravery, the Sugar Plum Fairy gives Clara her 
magic wand.

In celebration, everyone dances as entertainment 
for Clara and Hans. The exquisite Sugar Plum Fairy 
and her Cavalier dance last and capture Clara’s 
heart with their dazzling performance. They all 
dance one last grand finale until at last it is time for 
Clara to return home.

LITTLE ANGELS
Addison Churchwell, Perrin Jones, Olivia Mc-
Coy, Elliot Novey, Amélie Nye, Ava Old Crow, 
Willow Rivera, Sophia Sorocco, Frances Tipton, 
Harper Wackenheim, Lillian Wall, Alice Zhang
(Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Eloise Bethel, Piper Hubbard, Perrin Jones, 
Evelyn Koessler, Olivia McCoy, Amélie Nye, 
Mila Pranin, Davee Rhodes, Brittyn Roberdes, 
Harper Wackenheim, Cherryse Wilson, 
Alice Zhang
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

LEAD ANGEL
Flannery Werner

ANGELS
Isabella Assante, Caterina Brown, Maya Cabelli, 
Megan Elliot, Stephanie Frase, Helen Jardon, 
Katie Kelley, Elizabeth Killian-Keup, 
Cassidy Minihan, Savannah O’Neal, 
Bailey Portell, Cheyenne Rowland, 
Briana Wernke, Sarah Beth Wriston
(Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Nicole Bak, Talitha Barrington, Carson Berry, 
Avery Chandler, Eva Chronert, Abigail Forbes, 
Joelle Kimbrough, Dain Lim, Anya Matejczyk, 
Skylar Moreira, Abigail Quinton, Briar Vold, 
Tallulah Wallace, Moira Kate Werner
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

SUGAR PLUM FAIRY
Autumn Klein (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7)

DaYoung Jung (Dec. 11 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Courtney Connor Jones (Dec. 18 at 7)

Mayu Odaka (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)



CAVALIER
Erik Thordal-Christensen (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 18 at 7)

Alejandro González (Dec. 11 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Nikolas Gaifullin (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

PAGES
Jaiden Baker, Addilyn Gilbert, 
Nico Goodwin, Lillie Shaw
(Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Savannah Kazenske, Adelyn Kobyluk, 
Eloise McCoy, Bella Unruh-Clubb
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

CLOWNS
Julien DeJear, William Poole,
Michael O’Neill (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 19 at 2),
Dietrich Klawonn (Dec. 11 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 7),
Tristan Thompson (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 7)

SPANISH CHOCOLATE
Nikolas Gaifullin with Gabrielle Mengden &
Kara Troester Blythe (Dec. 11 at 2)

Nikolas Gaifullin with Gabrielle Mengden &
Alexandra Schooling (Dec. 11 at 7)

Randolph Fernandez with Gabrielle Mengden &
Alexandra Schooling (Dec. 12 at 2)

Nikolas Gaifullin with Mickayla Carr &
Paige Russell (Dec. 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Randolph Fernandez with Gabrielle Mengden &
Kara Troester Blythe (Dec. 18 at 2)

Daniel Cooke with Gabrielle Mengden &
Alexandra Schooling (Dec. 19 at 2)

ARABIAN COFFEE
Courtney Connor Jones & Benjamin Tucker 
(Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 19 at 7)

Kara Troester Blythe & Mayim Stiller 
(Dec. 11 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

Alexandra Schooling & Jameson Keating 
(Dec. 12 at 2)

Autumn Klein & Benjamin Tucker (Dec. 18 at 7)

CHINESE TEA SOLOISTS 
Zane Winders & Kaileah Long (Dec. 11 at 2)

Joseph Hetzer & Grace Manuel (Dec. 11 at 7, 18 at 7)

Nick Keeperman & Paige Russell (Dec. 12 at 2, 19 at 2)

Ryland Acree & Kaileah Long (Dec. 17 at 7, 19 at 7)

Zane Winders & Alison Ramoran (Dec. 18 at 2)

DRAGON
Evelyn DeGreve, Chaeli Herd, 
Haylee Hutchcraft, Zella Martin, 
Rylee Ramsey, Rhys Williams
(Dec. 11 at 2, 2 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Haylee Hutchcraft, Kelley King, Audrey Nolen, 
Olivia Parker, Ava Spradling, Rhys Williams
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2) 

RUSSIAN BABKA
Ryland Acree, Oslaniel Castillo, James Klump
(Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 2)

Nick Keeperman, Oslaniel Castillo, 
James Klump (Dec. 11 at 7)

Ryland Acree, Daniel Cooke, James Klump
(Dec. 11 at 2)

Nick Keeperman, Daniel Cooke, 
Mayim Stiller (Dec. 17 at 7, 18 at 7)

Henrique Neumann, Oslaniel Castillo, 
James Klump (Dec. 18 at 2, 19 at 7)

FRENCH MARZIPAN
Alison Ramoran with Leah Reiter & 
Grace Manuel (Dec. 11 at 2)

Mickayla Carr with Anna Tateda & 
Kaileah Long (Dec. 11 at 7)

Mickayla Carr with Leah Reiter & 
Grace Manuel (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

Gabrielle Mengden with Anna Tateda & 
Kaileah Long (Dec. 17 at 7, 18 at 7)

Alison Ramoran with Leah Reiter & 
Grace Manuel (Dec. 19 at 7)

FLOWERS
Amelia Aroneo, Kira Robinson, 
Morgan Dunham, Darcey Lynn

MOTHER GINGER
Freestone Dopp, 
Tristan Thompson (Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7, 19 at 2),
Michael O’Neill (Dec. 11 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 7),
Dietrich Klawonn (Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 7)

BAKERS
Ainsley Clynch, Madison Dominick, 
Hillary Haag, Tallulah Wallace
(Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Adelyn Booher, Savannah O’Neal, 
Bailey Portell, Tabitha Tabor
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)



GINGERBREAD COOKIES
Grace Beasley, Raven Bighorn, Ines Elliot, 
Nurah Hurrey, Savannah Kazenske, 
Suri McKinney, Olivia Nguyen, 
Annabelle Terada
(Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Grace Beasley, Raven Bighorn, Maya Bryant, 
Suri McKinney, Sloane Henry, Kailyn Richter, 
London Roberdes, Annabelle Terada
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

WALTZ OF THE FLOWERS

CLARA & NUTCRACKER PRINCE
Mayu Odaka & Randolph Fernandez 
(Dec. 11 at 2, 19 at 7)

Alison Ramoran & Zane Winders
(Dec. 11 at 7, 12 at 2 & 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 7, 19 at 2)

DaYoung Jung & Alejandro González 
(Dec. 18 at 2)

With

DEMI SOLOISTS
Alison Ramoran & Paige Russell 
(Dec. 11 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 7)

Gabrielle Mengden & Mickayla Carr 
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 19 at 2)

Alexandra Schooling &
Kara Troester Blythe (Dec. 12 at 2,18 at 7)

CORPS
Amelia Aroneo, Nicole Bak, Eva Chronert,
Morgan Dunham, Samantha Dunham, 
Kaileah Long, Darcey Lynn, Abby Quinton
Kira Robinson, Anna Tateda, Ana Vega
Flannery Werner
(Dec. 11 at 2, 12 at 2, 18 at 7, 19 at 7)

Amelia Aroneo, Caterina Brown,
Morgan Dunham, Samantha Dunham, 
Samantha Efaw, Stephanie Frase, 
Kaileah Long, Darcey Lynn, 
Kira Robinson, Cheyanne Rowland,
Anna Tateda, Flannery Werner
(Dec. 11 at 7, 17 at 7, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

GRAND PAS DE DEUX
SUGAR PLUM FAIRY AND 
HER CAVALIER
Autumn Klein & Erik Thordal-Christensen
(Dec. 11 at 2, 17 at 7)

DaYoung Jung & Alejandro González 
(Dec. 11 at 7, 19 at 7) 

Mayu Odaka & Nikolas Gaifullin 
(Dec. 12 at 2, 18 at 2, 19 at 2)

Courtney Connor Jones & 
Erik Thordal-Christensen (Dec. 18 at 7)

SCENE 2-
APOTHEOSIS
Clara awakens and finds herself back in her own 
home.  Before she goes to bed, she runs to get 
her beloved Nutcracker. As she does, she finds on 
the floor the glittering magic wand that was given 
to her by the Sugar Plum Fairy and she wonders, 
“Was it all a dream?”

• • • •

Oklahoma City Ballet is a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit 

organization.  

Contributions are tax deductible 
to the extent allowed by law.  

Your contribution is important 
to our mission.  

CONTRIBUTE TODAY 
at okcballet.org, (405) 843-9898, 

or make checks payable to 
Oklahoma City Ballet, 

6800 N. Classen Boulevard, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73116.





MADE IN THE U.S.A.
A Mixed Bill
FEB. 18-20

CIVIC CENTER MUSIC HALL

FUTURE VOICES
A Choreographic Showcase

MAR. 17-20
THE SUSAN E. BRACKETT DANCE CENTER

B U N D L E  Y O U R

P H O T O S  B Y  S H E V A U N  W I L L I A M S



FUTURE VOICES
A Choreographic Showcase

MAR. 17-20
THE SUSAN E. BRACKETT DANCE CENTER

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY
MAY 6-8

CIVIC CENTER MUSIC HALL

B U N D L E  Y O U R BALLET

Buy 2 or more of the remaining productions and get 15% off!
Call (405) 848-8637 for more details.
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIESARTIST BIOGRAPHIES
GREGORY CRANE Set Designer

Having studied theater performance and design at Wichita State University, Greg Crane’s designs have been 
featured in over 500 productions and attractions across the globe, including work in theme parks and attrac-
tions, entertainment, trade shows and industrials, theater and live events, television, and parades.

Most recently, Greg was the Corporate Director of Planning and Design for Cedar Fair. His work has been 
recognized with several awards, including an Emmy (Best Scenic Design) and a Golden Ticket for Mystic 
Timbers at Kings Island (Best New Ride).

His resume includes designing for such companies as SeaWorld, Busch Gardens, Ripley Entertainment, Her-
schend Family Entertainment, and Six Flags Theme Parks. His extensive experience designing high-energy 
live events includes such clients as the Dallas Cowboys, Feld Entertainment, Tournament of Roses Parade, 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, and Mazda  His work in the performing arts includes Toni Pimble’s The Jungle Book 
for Eugene Ballet, and Robert Mills’ The Nutcracker for Oklahoma City Ballet.  

SUSANNE HUBBS Costume Designer

Susanne Hubbs, The Costume Lady, has been designing and sewing costumes for dancers, figure skaters, and 
synchronized swimmers for 40 years. Her costumes have been worn by hundreds of Youth America Grand 
Prix competitors, as well as many elite international figure skaters. Tutus designed and created by Hubbs have 
been featured in Pointe Magazine. Other ballet designs have been created for and worn by Oklahoma City 
Ballet, Brandywine Ballet, St. Lucie Ballet, Imagine Ballet Theatre, and Ballet Nouveau Colorado. She has 
collaborated for many years with the choreographers and dancers of Ormao, creating hundreds of innovative 
contemporary dance costumes.  

Hubbs started ballet training at the age of five, continuing on to perform with the Olympia Festival Ballet, 
the American Jazz Dance Company, Dayton Ballet and Dayton Ballet II, Alaska Dance Theatre, and Ballet 
Alaska. She received the “Young Choreographers” award from Regional Dance America. She taught ballet 
for 37 years, with students going on to prestigious college dance programs and professional careers in dance.

Today, her design studio is a bustling creative space, located in beautiful Colorado Springs, Colorado.

AARON MOONEY Lighting Designer
Aaron Mooney is the Resident Lighting Designer and Professor of Lighting Design at Oklahoma City Uni-
versity, where he joined the faculty in 2012.  He holds an MFA in Theatre Design from New York University’s 
Tisch School of the Arts and a BA in Theatre Education from The University of Tulsa. Mooney has lit events in 
spaces as large as Radio City Music Hall (NYC), the Western Heritage Museum (OKC), and The Joint at the 
Hard Rock Casino (Tulsa), as well as spaces so small that they barely deserve to be called theatres. 
 
Recent design credits include The Little Mermaid, The Firebird, Swan Lake, Giselle, La Slyphide, Our Private 
Rooms, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Romeo & Juliet, The Nutcracker, Exurgency (Oklahoma City Ballet); An 
American in Paris (Music Theatre Wichita);  Noises Off, Death of a Salesman (Montana Shakespeare in the 
Parks); Pageant (Lyric OK); and King Lear (Oklahoma Shakespeare in the Park). Previous Lighting Designs for 
OCU include Spamalot, The Music Man, Crazy for You, Susannah, Side Show, The Marriage of Figaro, Sister Act, 
Three Sisters, Hairspray, Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play, As You Like It, RENT, Brigadoon, The Grapes of Wrath, 
South Pacific, Street Scene, 9 to 5: The Musical, Bernstein’s MASS, and The Dialogues of the Carmelites.   
 
In addition to all of his theatrical design work, Mooney has worked on exhibition lighting at the S.R. Guggen-
heim Museum, the National Academy of Design, the Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum, the National 
Museum of the Native American (NYC), and the Morgan Museum & Library. Fashion lighting in New York 
City includes Barneys New York, Prada, Armani, and Dolce + Gabbana. Mooney lives in OKC with his wife, 
Lisa, and his son, Eli.



JAYCE OGREN Conductor

Jayce Ogren has established himself as one of the most inno-
vative and versatile conductors of his generation.  From sym-
phonic concerts to revolutionary community service programs 
to operatic world premieres, Mr. Ogren is a leader in breaking 
down barriers between audiences and great music.

Mr. Ogren began his career as Assistant Conductor of The 
Cleveland Orchestra and Music Director of the Cleveland 
Youth Orchestra, a concurrent appointment he held from 
2006-2009.  In the years since, he has conducted many of 
the world’s most prominent orchestras, including the BBC 
Symphony, Boston Symphony, Ensemble Intercontemporain, 

Hong Kong Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic, the Dallas and San 
Francisco Symphonies, and the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, in programs ranging from Mozart 
to Beethoven through Sibelius and Bernstein, to presenting U.S. and world premieres of works by 
Steve Mackey and Nico Muhly.

Among the numerous progressive projects Mr. Ogren has conducted are the New York premieres 
of Leonard Bernstein’s only opera, A Quiet Place, and puppeteer Basil Twist’s The Rite of Spring, both 
at Lincoln Center; the world premiere of David Lang’s symphony for a broken orchestra, bringing 
together 400 students, amateur and professional musicians in Philadelphia; and the world premiere 
of Jack Perla’s Shalimar the Clown at Opera Theatre of St. Louis.

A longtime collaborator of singer/songwriter/composer Rufus Wainwright, Mr. Ogren conducted 
the 2012 U.S. premiere of his opera Prima Donna at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, and led its 
recording with the BBC Symphony on Deutsche Grammaphon in 2016.  Mr. Ogren and Mr. Wain-
wright have since appeared together throughout the world, with ensembles such as the National 
Arts Centre Orchestra in Ottawa, the Orchestre national d’Île-de-France in Paris and the Toronto 
Symphony.

A devoted educator, Mr. Ogren was invited by renowned poet Paul Muldoon to create an inter-
disciplinary studio class at Princeton University for the 2017-2018 academic year.  He has worked 
with students at the Brevard Music Center, the Juilliard School, Manhattan School of Music, Music 
Academy of the West, and Verbier Festival.  In 2016, he presented a unique workshop in orchestral 
rehearsal techniques for music teachers at Carnegie Hall in collaboration with the Carnegie Hall 
Weill Music Institute and the Juilliard School Pre-College. For his own part, Mr. Ogren earned his 
Masters in conducting at the New England Conservatory and studied as a Fulbright Scholar with 
Jorma Panula.

A native of Hoquiam, Washington, Jayce Ogren lives in Brooklyn, New York with his wife Carly, 
an architect, and their son, Alistair.  An avid athlete, he has run the Big Sur, Boston, and New York 
City Marathons, the JFK 50 Miler trail run, and the Ironman Lake Placid triathlon.  As an individual 
member of 1% for the Planet, Mr. Ogren is proud to connect his artistic work with his deep love of 
nature and concern for the environment.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIESARTIST BIOGRAPHIES



OKLAHOMA CITY PHILHARMONICOKLAHOMA CITY PHILHARMONIC

Flute
Valerie Watts

Parthena Owens
Nancy Stizza-Ortega

Oboe
Lisa Harvey-Reed

Katherine McLemore

English Horn
Rachel Maczko

Clarinet
Brad Behn
Tara Heitz

Bass Clarinet
Jim Meiller

Bassoon
Rod Ackmann
James Brewer

 Music Director & Conductor                 Executive Director  
  Alexander Mickelthwate                        Agnieszka Rakhmatullaev
          Founder & Music Director Emeritus                 Guest Conductor
                            Joel Levine                                             Jayce Ogren

 
Violin

Katrin Stamatis
Cathy Reaves

Sophia Ro
Corbin Mace
Cindy Zhang

Gena Alexander

Viola
Royce McLarry
Joseph Guevara

Kelli Ingels
Steve Waddell
Donna Cain

Cello
Jon Ruck

Tomasz Zieba
Meredith Blecha-Wells

Valorie Tatge

Bass
Anthony Stoops

Larry Moore
Parvin Smith

Percussion
Patrick Womack

Roger Owens

Harp
Gaye LeBlanc Germain

Celeste
Sallie Pollack
Jake Johnson

ConcertMaster
Gregory Lee

Violin
Marat Gabdullin
Densi Rushing

Hong Zhu
Beth Sievers

Lu Deng
Ai-Wei Chang

Chandler Fadero

Horn 
Kate Pritchett
James Rester
Mirella Gable

Matt Reynolds
Faith Phelps

Trumpet
Karl Sievers

Jay Wilkinson

Trombone
Adam Hanna

Philip Martinson
John Allen

Tuba
Ted Cox

Timpani
Jamie Whitmarsh

CANTERBURY VOICESCANTERBURY VOICES

Paula Allen
Megan Brown

Rebecca Burnsed
Jennifer Coffman
Adrianne DeKlotz
Denise Dougherty

Lisa Gigstad-Francel
Joanie Gregory-Pullen

Kali Grizzle

         Artistic Director                              Executive Director  
  Dr. Randi Von Ellefson                                     Pam Mowry

Crystal Regin
Eileen Smith
Ashley Smith
Lilly Stephens

Meg Sobel
Lynn Thomas-Lee
Jennifer Watson

Nina Wegrzyn-Van Zant
Amanda Winters

Alex Hudson
Jacqueline Hume

Kailey King
Sophia Marsh

Hannah Mitchell
Kerry Moore
Pam Mowry
Lean Nellis



Developing creative thinking skills
173,000 kids served

An agency of state government • arts.ok.gov
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As of November 23, 2021
Oklahoma City Ballet gratefully acknowledges the individuals, businesses, and foundations whose 
generous support makes Oklahoma City Ballet performances and educational programs possible. 
Listed below are Oklahoma City Ballet’s supporters as of November 23, 2021.

PREMIERE PARTNER
($100,000 or more)
Allied Arts
Dr. Susan Brackett and 
   Mr. Gregg Wadley
Hearst Foundations 
Inasmuch Foundation
Kirkpatrick Family Fund
Dick and Glenna Tanenbaum
 
SUSTAINING PARTNER
($50,000-$99,999)
The Chickasaw Nation 
Devon Energy Corporation
Sumner One 
Oklahoma Arts Council

PRINCIPAL PARTNER
($25,000-$49,999)
Anonymous 
E.L. and Thelma 
   Gaylord Foundation
Express Employment      
   Professionals
Mari Cook Medley 
William Velie Attorneys 
   at Law, PLLC

SUPPORTING PARTNER
($15,000-$24,999)
Annie Bohanon
Jeanette and Rand Elliott 
Mathis Brothers Furniture 
MidFirst Bank 
Oklahoma City 
   Community Foundation
Shubert Foundation 
Dr. Elliott R. Schwartz, 
   Pam, and Annie
The Wilhelm Family 

STRATEGIC PARTNER
($10,000 - $14,999) 
Braum’s
Rocky Chen 
Foundation Management, Inc. 
Julia Carrington Hall 
Heartland Payment Systems
Latisha and Jonathan Heinlen
Larsen Music 
McBride Orthopedic Hospital 
Rockwell Foundation
Curtis Teague and 
   Loretta Simonet

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S 
CIRCLE
($5,000 - $9,999) 
Allford Hall Monaghan Morris
American Fidelity Foundation
BancFirst
Margaret and John Biggs
Christian Keesee Charitable Trust
Sally and Wes Connor
Cresap Family Foundation
Robyn and Charles Duginski
ENGEL & VÖLKERS, 
   Britta Thrift
Scott Fischer
Vanessa and Charles Hunholz
Stephanie and Faustino Kazenske
Sandra and Michael Kirk
Love Meyer Family Foundation
Dr. Emily Love,
   Turning Point Physical Therapy
Mercy
Mid-America Arts 
   Alliance (M-AAA)
Kay and Clark Musser
Stephanie and Blair Naifeh
Polly and Larry Nichols

Oklahoma County 
   Medical Society 
Charles Oppenheim
Presbyterian Health Foundation
Leigh Ann and Brett D. Price
Kylee and Sam Rainbolt
Gennady Slobodov and 
   Salam Ramadan
George Records 
   in honor of Chris Keesee 
Jennifer and Michael Roberts
Melissa and Todd Scaramucci
The Social Order 
   Dining Collective 
Stump & Associates 
TL Brill Parisi
Renate and Chuck Wiggin
Matthew and Meredith Woods

BALLET MASTER
($2,500 - $4,999)
Louis Almaraz
Ann Lacy Foundation
Frederick Barber
Bowen Foundation
Lisa Brown
Wendy and Michael Chong
Clifford L. Knight Foundation
Sandy and Art Cotton/
   Cotton Consulting
Crowe & Dunlevy
Lawrence and Ronna Davis
Scott Davis
Doerner Saunders Daniel 
   & Anderson
Nicholle and Marc Edwards
Fit Spa 
Harris Foundation 
Suzette and S. Kim Hatfield
Becky and Warren Johnson

PATRONS OF OKLAHOMA CITY BALLETPATRONS OF OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET



Tom Mullen and Jo Lynne Jones 
Bradley and Robin Krieger
Jennifer and Kevin Lafferty
Shari and Todd Martin
Sarah and Patrick McKee
McLaughlin Family Foundation
Lisa and Greg Mullen
Monique and Justin Naifeh
Libby and Todd Naifeh/
   Z.T. Cigars 
Nora Roberts Foundation
O.K. Detrick Foundation Fund
Gene Rainbolt
Raymond H. and Bonnie B.     
   Hefner Family Affiliated Fund
Suzanne and Robert Reynolds
Cindy and Lance Ruffel
Jenny and Samuel Sanchez
Mary and John Seward
Cindi and Michael Shelby
Katherine and John Spaid
John Kennedy/Stella Nova
Gail Vines
James and Jennifer Weinland
Linda and Soni Zacharias

PRINCIPAL
($1,000 - $2,499)
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Andrus
Bailey Gordon Consulting
Bank of Oklahoma
Diana Bittle
Susan and Trey Bizé
Blue Haven Pools of 
   Oklahoma City, Inc.
Brian Bogert
Natalie Bramlett and 
   Rachel Cope 
Michelle and Gary Brooks
Adrienne Burden 
Gabrielle Butler
Catherine Cagigal
Carmen Group Inc.
Nazette Zuhdi and Jim Cleaver
Melinda and Paul Cox
Cathy and Mike Cross
CrossFirst Bank
Bob Curtis

Karen Delaney
Joanne and Bruce Ewing
Vicki and Randy Foraker
Joan Frates
GE Johnson 
   Construction Company
Aimee and David Harlow
Kara and Aaron Heintz
HoganTaylor LLP
Whitney Lawson Hollar
hostylaw.com
Leslie and Cliff Hudson
Mary Lu Jarvis
Lauren and Rich Johnson
Kathleen and Ronny Ketch
Cheryl and D. Benham Kirk
Edith and Michael Laird
Kevin Lee
Christopher Lloyd and 
   Erik Salazar
Heather and Lars Lunsford
Mancelona 
   Education Foundation 
Laurie and Mark McCoy
Ralph and Susan McCoy
Jean and David McLaughlin
Megan and Jonathan Meier
Karen and Herb Meites
Lisa Minmier
Whitney and Jeff Moore 
Lea and Michael Morgan
Libby and Bobby Nelson
Alan and Jean Nelson
Brian Fitzsimmons and 
   TiTi Nguyen
Carlajo and 
   Christopher Oehrlein
Kathleen Oliver
Peyton Family Foundation
Stephanie and 
   Matthew Ryan Pierce
AJ and Macaira Pinto
Whitney and Adam Rainbolt
Melinda and Aaron Soward
Sally and Jeff Starling
Sara and Kyle Sweet
Gregory Taylor
The Kerr Foundation, Inc.

Scott Reed
Julie and Roy Rindler
Robert and Karen 
   Browne Family Fund
Tanya and Warren Robinson
Marjorie and Ralph Shadid
Paige and Jason Shepherd
Suzanne Singleterry
Tippens-Mays+Morgan
VI Marketing & Branding
Ann Vitali

Tribute donations 
in honor of….
Robert Emery in honor of Sam  
   Blackstock and Jeff Erwin
Charles and Cassandra Bowen in  
   honor of Betsy Brackett 
Janet Guest in honor of Tom, Jo,  
   Jonathan, & Jason Mullen
Pat Gallagher in honor of Hilarie  
   Blaney and Jo Lynne Jones 
Sherri and William Blaik in honor  
   of Chance to Dance 
Gayle Davis in honor of 
   Golden Swans 
Dr. Leonard Slater in honor of    
   Phil Burke and Robert Mills 
Cynda and Larry Ottaway     
   in honor of Lauren and 
   Rich Johnson 
George Records in honor of     
   Chris Keesee 

Tribute donations 
in memory of….
Dr. Leonard Slater 
   in memory of Lisa Slater 
Dallas Gwin in memory 
   of Yvonne Chouteau 
   and Miguel Terekhov 

PATRONS OF OKLAHOMA CITY BALLETPATRONS OF OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET



As a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, Oklahoma City Ballet relies on the generosity of 
donors like you to make our mission possible. Ticket sales and school tuition only account 
for half of the annual budget, so your support is essential to the success of Oklahoma City 
Ballet.

When you support Oklahoma City Ballet, you’re not just supporting our professional 
productions. You’re ensuring that we can continue to provide engaging programs for 
the broadest possible audience. Your gift enables us to present new works, sustain our 
brilliant dancers, provide live music, fund scholarships through The Yvonne Chouteau Dance 
School, and reach thousands of people through community programs that are instructive, 
inspiring, and entertaining.

Every donation makes an impact, and we appreciate your generous support. Donations can 
be made online using our secure donation form, by mail, or by phone.



P H O T O  B Y  S H E V A U N  W I L L I A M S

DONATE ONLINE:
Making a gift online is quick and easy. Visit: 
okcballet.org/support

DONATIONS BY PHONE:
Please contact our development team 
at (405) 843-9898, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

DONATE BY MAIL:
Please make checks payable to 
Oklahoma City Ballet 
and mail to: Oklahoma City Ballet
Attention: Development Dept.
6800 N. Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73116

O K C B A L L E T . O R G



COURTNEY CONNOR JONES
Hometown: Huntington Beach, CA
Joined the Company in 2017
Sponsored by: Mari Cook Medley

Courtney Connor Jones, from Charlotte, North Carolina, trained at the 
North Carolina Dance Theatre and Charlotte City Ballet before graduat-
ing from the University of North Carolina School of the Arts.

Connor Jones danced with Cincinnati Ballet for 11 seasons, and spent a 
summer in Russia where she performed in Giselle, The Sleeping Beauty, and 
Swan Lake. Throughout her career, she has performed feature roles in-
cluding Odette/Odile in Swan Lake, The Chosen One in Adam Hougland’s 
Rite of Spring, The Eaglet in Septime Webre’s ALICE (in wonderland), and 
Jumping Girl in George Balanchine’s Who Cares?

Since joining Oklahoma City Ballet as a principal in 2017, Connor Jones 
has performed in Robert Mills’ Swan Lake, The Nutcracker, The Little Mer-
maid, and The Means to Fly, as well as in Jiří Kylián’s Petite Mort, Helen 
Pickett’s Petal, and Cayetano Soto’s Adam.

Connor Jones and her husband and former dancer Sam Jones have a 
young daughter, Gwyneth and a newborn son, Felix. She also creates cus-
tom jewelry and educates others on healthy eating and lifestyle habits in 
her spare time.

DAYOUNG JUNG
Hometown: Gyeongsang, South Korea
Joined the Company in 2012
Sponsored by: Susan E. Brackett and Gregg Wadley

DaYoung Jung, from South Korea, trained at Moscow’s Bolshoi Ballet 
Academy. She graduated with honors with a specialist degree in Ballet 
Pedagogy, and was a semifinalist in the Serge Lifar International Ballet 
Competition held in Donetsk, Ukraine in 2006.

Jung joined Oklahoma City Ballet in 2012, was promoted to soloist in 
2014, and to principal in 2017. Her repertoire with Oklahoma City Ballet 
includes Robert Mills’ The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, Romeo & Juliet, Beauty 
and the Beast, The Firebird, The Sleeping Beauty, and The Little Mermaid. She 
has performed the title roles in Giselle, Jacob Sparso’s Cinderella, Septime 
Webre’s ALICE (in wonderland), and August Bournonville’s La Sylphide and 
performed lead roles in Toni Pimble’s Mowgli – The Jungle Book Ballet, Paul 
Vasterling’s Peter Pan, and Michael Pink’s Dracula.

Jung has been featured in George Balanchine’s Rubies and Serenade, Twyla 
Tharp’s Nine Sinatra Songs, Robert Joffrey’s Pas des Déesses, Ma Cong’s 
Forgotten Memories, Sarah Tallman’s If These Walls Could Talk, Jiří Kylián’s 
Petite Mort, and Cayetano Soto’s Adam.

PRINCIPAL ARTISTSPRINCIPAL ARTISTS



NIKOLAS GAIFULLIN
Hometown: Sarasota, Florida | Joined the Company in 2021
Sponsored by: Jeanette and Rand Elliott

Nikolas Gaifullin is originally from Sarasota, Florida. He began his training 
at the age of 7 with his parents, Stephanie Murrish and Daniil Gaifullin.

Gaifullin joined Oklahoma City Ballet as a soloist in 2021. His reper-
toire includes works by Johan Kobborg, Yuri Possokhov, Ma Cong, Max 
Petrov, Ross Freddie Ray, Jiří Kylián, Ricardo Amarante, Tara Lee, Dwight 
Rhoden, Bruce Wells, Viktor Plotnikov, Ryan Jolicoeur-Nye, Kiyon Ross,
Anthony Krutzkamp, John McFall, and Norbert De La Cruz III. Favorite 
roles include Tybalt in Romeo & Juliet, James in La Sylphide, Drosselmier in 
The Nutcracker, Prince Siegfried in Swan Lake, and Basilio in Don Quixote.

Gaifullin has competed and won awards in Youth America Grand Prix 
and The World Ballet Competition. He attended Carreno Festival 2012, 
and has studied with Ethan Brown of American Ballet Theatre, Sergiu 
Stefancshi of Canada’s National Ballet School, and Anna Marie Holmes 
at Jacobs Pillow. In the summer of 2019, he participated in the Italy tour 
of Ross Freddie Ray’s Fraudulent Smile with Polunin Ink, and performed 
the role of Tybalt in Johan Kobborg’s Romeo & Juliet in Arena di Verona.

ALEJANDRO GONZÁLEZ
Hometown: Caracas, Venezuela | Joined the Company in 2017
Sponsored by: Susan E. Brackett and Gregg Wadley

Alejandro González, from Caracas, Venezuela, began his training at the 
Gustavo Franklin School followed by Houston Ballet’s Ben Stevenson 
Academy. While with Houston Ballet, he performed in John Neumeier’s 
Yondering, and in Ben Stevenson’s The Sleeping Beauty and The Nutcracker. 
He also danced in Stanton Welch’s Long and Winding Road, The Young Per-
son’s Guide to the Orchestra, and Brigade.

González began with Oklahoma City Ballet in 2017 as a Summer Intensive 
student, then he was asked to join the studio company for the 2017/18 
season. He was offered an apprenticeship in 2018, promoted to corps de 
ballet in 2019, and was named soloist in 2021.

His repertoire includes works by Robert Mills, August Bournonville, Jiří 
Kylián, Helen Pickett, Septime Webre, Cayetano Soto, and Michael Pink. 
González’s favorite roles include Bell Boy in Michael Pink’s Dracula, Nut-
cracker Prince in Robert Mills’ The Nutcracker, and Conrad in Le Corsaire 
pas de deux.

González was awarded Gold Medalist in 2016 at CIBC (Concurso In-
ternacional de Ballet Clasico), Gold Medalist in 2020 at MIBC (Miami 
International Ballet Competition), and featured in Pointe Magazine’s 
“2020 Stars of the Corps”.

SOLOISTSSOLOISTS



AUTUMN KLEIN
Hometown: Lincoln, NE | Joined the Company in 2012
Sponsored by: Curtis Teague and Loretta Simonet

Autumn Klein trained at Houston Ballet’s Ben Stevenson Academy 
then became a member of Houston Ballet II before joining Texas Ballet 
Theatre. During this time she won several awards, including first place at 
the Youth America Grand Prix in Denver, Colorado.

Klein joined Oklahoma City Ballet in 2012 and was promoted to soloist 
in 2016. Her repertoire with the company includes featured roles in Jiří 
Kylián’s Petite Mort, Helen Pickett’s Petal, Margo Sappington’s Cobras in 
the Moonlight, Amy Seiwert’s Dear Miss Cline, Twyla Tharp’s Nine Sina-
tra Songs, Nacho Duato’s Without Words, George Balanchine’s The Four 
Temperaments, and Robert Mills’ Pushing Pennies, Our Private Rooms, The 
Means to Fly, and A Little Peace. She has also created roles in works by Yui 
Sato, Matthew Neenan, Brian Enos, Sarah Tallman, Carrie Ruth Trumbo, 
and Penny Saunders.

Additionally, Klein has performed lead roles that include the Cowgirl in 
Agnes de Mille’s Rodeo, Russian Girl in George Balanchine’s Serenade, 
Wendy in Paul Vasterling’s Peter Pan, Le Corsaire Grand Pas, Sugar Plum 
Fairy in Mills’ The Nutcracker, and Lucy in Michael Pink’s Dracula.

Outside her dance experience, she double majored in biochemistry and 
genetics at Texas A&M University and received presidential and congres-
sional medals for volunteer service. Klein was awarded by NBC’s World 
of Dance for a dance film she created and she was featured on The Ellen 
Show for another. She would like to thank her husband, family, and three 
kitties for their continual support.

MAYU ODAKA
Hometown: Los Angeles, California
Joined the Company in 2015
Sponsored by: The Wilhelm Family

Mayu Odaka, from Los Angeles, trained at the Lauridsen Ballet Center in 
Torrance, California, where she danced in the pre-professional company 
Ballet California. She was offered an apprenticeship with Oklahoma City 
Ballet after participating in the 2015 Summer Intensive and was promoted 
to corps de ballet in 2017, then later soloist in 2019.

Since joining Oklahoma City Ballet, her repertoire includes works by Helen 
Pickett, Septime Webre, Paul Vasterling, Agnes de Mille, Dennis Spaight, 
Robyn Pasternack, Ryan Jolicoeur-Nye, and Amanda Herd-Popejoy. 
Favorite roles include Lucy in Michael Pink’s Dracula, Lucille Grahn in Robert
Joffrey’s Pas des Déesses, Clara and Sugarplum Fairy in Robert Mills’ The 
Nutcracker and Ariel in Robert Mills’ The Little Mermaid. She has also 
performed feature roles that include Firebird in Robert Mills’ The Firebird, 
The White Cat in Robert Mills’ The Sleeping Beauty and demi-soloist roles in 
both George Balanchine’s Serenade and The Four Temperaments.

SOLOISTSSOLOISTS



BENJAMIN TUCKER
Hometown: Evart, Michigan | Joined the Company in 2021

Benjamin Tucker, originally from Evart, Michigan, trained with Grand Val-
ley State University and Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre. In 2009, he joined 
Richmond Ballet as an apprentice, where he earned the Malcolm Burn 
Award from the Kip Kephart Foundation.

Tucker went on to become an accomplished dancer, choreographer, and 
teacher. He danced with Aspen Santa Fe Ballet during their European 
Tour performing in several principal roles, and joined Ballet Tucson in 
2011 as a principal dancer. There he performed a range of ballets includ-
ing Antony Tudor’s Continuo, Agnes de Mille’s Three Virgins and a Devil, 
Raymonda, and Carmen.

He then joined Nevada Ballet Theatre (NBT) in 2014 where he performed 
principal and soloist roles in ballets such as Giselle, James Canfield’s Ro-
meo & Juliet, Jorden Morris’ Peter Pan, Paul Taylor’s Company B, Matthew 
Neenan’s world premiere Until December, Cynthia Gregory’s Swan Lake, 
Septime Webre’s ALICE (in wonderland), and NBT’s production of James 
Canfield’s The Nutcracker. During his time at NBT, he has also danced in 
George Balanchine’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Serenade, Who Cares?, 
Western Symphony, and Slaughter on Tenth Avenue.

SOLOISTSSOLOISTS

ERIK THORDAL-CHRISTENSEN
Hometown: Copenhagen, Denmark
Joined the Company in 2018
Sponsored by: Drs. Lola and Dean Sicking

Erik Thordal-Christensen, from Denmark, moved to California at age 
seven and trained at the Los Angeles Ballet School with Colleen Neary 
and Thordal Christensen. He has danced as a member of the corps de 
ballet with the Los Angeles Ballet, Boston Ballet, and Sarasota Ballet, and 
performed feature roles such as Espada in Don Quixote, Ali in Le Corsaire, 
Romeo and Paris in Romeo & Juliet, Iago in José Limón’s The Moor’s Pavane, 
and Lysander in Frederick Ashton’s The Dream.

Thordal-Christensen joined Oklahoma City Ballet in the 2018/19 season 
as a corps de ballet dancer, and performed principal and soloist roles 
such as Cavalier and Arabian in The Nutcracker, Sangunic in George 
Balanchine’s The Four Temperaments, Arthur in Michael Pink’s Dracula, 
Paris in Robert Mills’ Romeo & Juliet, and Ali in Le Corsaire pas de deux.

Thordal-Christensen has also performed in George Balanchine’s Theme 
and Variations, Stravinsky Violin Concerto, Stars and Stripes, La Sonnambula, 
La Valse, and Serenade. Additionally, his repertoire includes Ashton’s 
Illuminations, William Forsythe’s Artifact, Jiří Kylián’s Sechs Tänze, Sonya 
Tayeh’s Beneath One’s Dignity, along with Le Corsaire, Swan Lake, and 
Giselle.



KARA TROESTER BLYTHE
Hometown: Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma
Joined the Company in 2017

Sponsored by: 
Michelle and Gary Brooks

RYLAND ACREE
Hometown: Floyd, Virginia

Joined the Company in 2021

RANDOLPH FERNANDEZ
Hometown: Boston, MA

Joined the Company in 2017
Sponsored by:

Susan E. Brackett and Gregg Wadley

JOSEPH HETZER
Hometown: Palos Verdes, California

Joined the Company in 2019

MICKAYLA CARR
Hometown: Arlington, TX

Joined the Company in 2016

DANIEL COOKE
Hometown: Washington, D.C. 
Joined the Company in 2020

JAMESON KEATING
Hometown: Santa Barbara, California

Joined the Company in 2021

NICHOLAS KEEPERMAN
Hometown: Wilmington, Illinois

Joined the Company in 2019

CORPS DE BALLETCORPS DE BALLET



GABRIELLE MENGDEN
Hometown: Houston, Texas

Joined the Company in 2019

PAIGE RUSSELL
Hometown: Silver Spring, Maryland

Joined the Company in 2020

ALISON RAMORAN
Hometown: Torrance, California

Joined the Company in 2020

 

ZANE WINDERS
Hometown: Levelland, Texas

Joined the Company in 2020

ALEXANDRA SCHOOLING
Hometown: Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Joined the Company in 2016

MAYIM STILLER
Hometown: Seattle, Washington

Joined the Company in 2020

CORPS DE BALLETCORPS DE BALLET

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE 
OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET DANCER?

Consider sponsoring! Because of donors like you, we are able to provide health               
insurance, salaries, pointe shoes, physical therapy, world-class choreographers, travel 
costs, and so much more for our dancers.  

Your dancer sponsorship includes benefits like invitations to behind-the-scenes 
events, backstage tours and rehearsals, your name alongside your favorite dancer in 
publications and sponsor listings, and more. Call Whitney Cross Moore at (405) 208-
8858 to learn more.



ELENA DAMIANI
Hometown: Westfield, Indiana
Joined the Company in 2021

OSLANIEL CASTILLO
Hometown: Havana, Cuba

Joined the Company in 2021

 

GRACE MANUEL
Hometown: New Orleans, Louisiana

Joined the Company in 2021
Sponsored by: Lisa Brown

HENRIQUE NEUMANN
Hometown: Santo Ângelo, Brazil

Joined the Company in 2021
Sponsored by:

James and Jennifer Weinland

JAMES KLUMP
Hometown: Lake Charles, Louisiana

Joined the Company in 2021

KAILEAH LONG
Hometown: Broomfield, Colorado

Joined the Company in 2020

APPRENTICESAPPRENTICES

CARLIE PRESKITT
Hometown: Denver, Colorado
Joined the Company in 2021

OKCB II
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