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OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET ARTISTS

Artistic Director

Robert Mills

Rehearsal Directors

Ryan Jolicoeur-Nye, Miki Kawamura Khalfan

Manager of Professional Training Programs

Amanda Herd-Popejoy

Principal Dancers
Jonathan Batista, Courtney Connor Jones,

DaYoung Jung, Amy Potter

Soloist Dancers

Autumn Klein, Walker Martin, Mayu Odaka

Corps de Ballet Dancers
Mickayla Carr, Molly Cook, Daniel Cooke, Randolph Fernandez,
Alejandro Gonzalez, Joseph Hetzer, Sam Jones, Nicholas Keeperman,
Natalie Matsuura, Gabrielle Mengden, Wojciech Ogloza,
Alexandra Schooling, Mayim Stiller, Erik Thordal-Christensen,
Kara Troester, Carrie Ruth Trumbo, Zane Winders

Apprentices
Micah Bullard, Kaileah Long, Alison Ramoran,

Paige Russell, Lucas Tischler, Daniel Tran

Studio Company
Chloe Beckinsale, Alison Cervantes, Elena Damiani, Abby Fleming, Laurel Horwath,
Morgan Horwath, Noah Klarck, Savannah Lee, Grace Manuel, Annie Medich,
Sammi Michael, Henrique Neumann, Carlie Preskitt, Madeleine Purcell, Olivia Rick,
Caitlin Rogers, Olivia Scott, Alexandra Smith, Anna Tateda, Caroline Young

Trainees
Amelia Aroneo, Lillebeth Backes, Nicole Bak, Brier Bracken, Carly Brink, Elizabeth Brooks,
Gemma Campbell, Eva Chronert, Ariel Collins, Gavin DeYoung-Daniels, Morgan Dunham,
Samantha Dunham, Gabriela Faber, Jacy Fletcher, Stephanie Frase, Dietrich Klawonn,
James Klump, Dain Lim, Gwendolyn Nguyen, Savannah Payne, Neider Riano Poveda,

Cheyanne Rowland, Alexandra Veronese-Milin, Mackenzie Westmoreland



OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET

John Kirkpatrick Executive Director

School Director
Racheal Nye

Artistic Operations
Manager

Stephanie Aaron

Technical Director

Emily Murphy

Stage Manager
Courtney DiBello

Resident
Lighting Designer
Aaron Mooney

Costume Manager
Dayna Brown

School Administrator
Macaira Pinto

School Registrar
Anna Jans

Company Pianists
Karen Bentley
Miho Fisher
John Fry

Community Engagement
Teaching Artists
Macaira Pinto
Erica Portell
Amber Robinson
Jeremy Shapel
Megan Simpson
Laura Ward

James Williams

Jo Lynne Jones

Director of Development
and Communications

Whitney Cross Moore

Director of Finance

Robin Baldwin, CPA

Community Engagement
& Social Media Manager

Stephanie Pitts

Box Office Manager
Justin Seal

Marketing Manager

Lestari Kusumawardani

Operations Manager
John Kimbrell

Development Assistant
Rurie Dobson

Human Resources
Administrator

Sheila Lawrence

Executive Assistant

& Board Liaison
Kallie Olson

Receptionists
Quincy Allen Jr.
Morgan Dunham

Company Physician
Dr. Megan Meier

Company Physical
Therapist
Dr. Emily Love

Company
Chiropractor
Dr. Allison Lees

Assistant
Technical Director

Monica Tran

Photography
Jana Carson
Kate Luber

Shevaun Williams

Performance
Photography
Michael Anderson
Diana Bittle
Jana Carson
Rocky Chen
Aaron Gililland
Kate Luber
Eric Peyton

Videographer
Liquid Media

STAY CONNECTED
For exclusive up-to-date information on
upcoming performances and special events,
like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram,
and our YouTube channel (@okcballet)
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Out in the ocean, where the water is as blue as the prettiest cornflower and as clear as crystal,
dwells the Sea King and a Sea Witch. The Sea King rules the underwater world. The Sea Witch

revels in finding mischief for herself and is feared by most underwater creatures.

Avriel, a beautiful young mermaid, is one of the Sea King’s daughters. Ariel is a strange child.
Her four older sisters are delighted with their life in the ocean, but Ariel cares very little about
living under the sea. Ariel longs for the day when she will turn fifteen, as that is the age in which
Mermaids are finally allowed to rise above the surface.

Ariel begs the Sea King to grant her passage above the water, but he reminds her that she has
four older sisters that will turn fifteen before her. Nothing gives Ariel more pleasure than
hearing about the world above the sea from her older sisters. Ariel is fascinated when her
oldest sister first tells her of the people that live on the land and how they walk on two legs,
dance, and play on sandy beaches with their children.

When Ariel turns fifteen she cannot wait to get to the surface. She rises above water and is
amazed at the sight of a handsome young man on a boat. Soon heavy clouds darken the sky
and a dreadful storm is overhead. The young man loses control of his vessel and is thrown into
the icy, deep water. Ariel swims to him and takes him to a distant shore where she ensures he
is safe. He barely awakens before a huge undertow pulls Ariel back underwater and far out to
sea. A mysterious woman appears as if from nowhere and is at the side of the young man when
he awakens fully. The young man does not know that it was indeed Ariel that saved him.

Avriel swims sadly in the days to follow with the thought that she might never see the young man
again and that she must dwell underwater for the rest of her life. Ariel encounters the Sea
Witch who offers her a potion that will transform her Mermaid’s tail into two legs. Ariel drinks
the potion, swims to the surface, and crawls onto the nearby beach. A group of young naval
officers are getting their exercise running along the beach when Ariel again comes face to face
with the young man she saved, a naval captain named Eric. Their reunion is interrupted.

The next morning, after spending the night alone on the beach, Ariel climbs a hill overlooking
the ocean and finds a place to rest. She happens onto some young naval officers attempting to
picnic with their fiancés. Eric arrives with the mysterious woman he thinks saved him from
drowning. Eric sees that this mysterious woman is much more than she appears.

Years pass, and we find a celebration in honor of Ariel and Eric’s wedding day. Everyone is
happy and excited for the young couple’s future together. But Ariel still does not feel
completely comfortable in this new world. Eric shows her that she is as beautiful as all the other
ladies in attendance. The celebration ends on a joyous note.

Later that evening, Ariel asks Eric to take her to the beach where she says goodbye to the sea,
and her former self, one last time.



Choreography and Direction

Robert Mills

Music Arrangement

Robert Mills

Music
Alexander Von Zemlinsky
Der Seejungfrau &
Reinhold Gliere
The Red Poppy

Rehearsal Assistants
Ryan Jolicoeur-Nye
Miki Kawamura Khalfan

Sea King:
Ariel:
Avriel’s Sisters:

Avriel’s Swimmers:

Sea Witch:
The Witch’s Eels:

Eric (A Naval Captain):
A Couple on the Beach:
Flower Sellers:

Boys on the Beach:

Sea Turtle:

Starfish:

Anemone:

Seahorses:

Hermit Crab:
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Concept and Libretto
Robert Mills

Scenery Master Electrician

Howard Jones Robert Romanishin

Costume Design Crew
Aimee Coleman

Dayna Brown

Larry Huffman
Ben Conley

Projection Design Jennifer Barrett

. Kortney McQuade
Michael Baumgarten Monica Tran

Lighting Design Star Dewolf

Aaron Mooney IATSE Local 112

Dietrich Klawonn
Mayu Odaka

Kaileah Long, Natalie Matsuura,
Paige Russell, Carrie Ruth Trumbo

Micah Bullard, Daniel Cooke,
Joseph Hetzer, Daniel Tran

Autumn Klein

Sammi Michael, Carlie Preskitt,
Caitlin Rogers, Olivia Scott

Walker Martin

Anna Tateda, Henrigue Neuman
Amelia Aroneo, Carly Brink
Randy Fernandez, Zane Winders
Ariel Collins

Savannah Payne

Elizabeth Brooks

Gabriela Faber, Eva Chronert

Julien DeJear



Fish:

Jellyfish:

Eric’s Friends:

Sailors:

Ladies:

Flower Girls:

SEPT. 10, 2021

Ballet Under the Stars

OCT. 22-24, 2021
SEPTIME WEBRE’S

ALICE (in wonderland)

DEC. 11-19, 2021

The Nutcracker

PRESENTED BY DEVON ENERGY

FEB. 18-20, 2022

Made in the U.S.A.

MAR. 17-20, 2022

Future Voices
A CHOREOGRAPHIC SHOWCASE

MAY 6-8,2022

The Sleeping Beauty

Amelia Aroneo, Brier Brackern, Carly Brink,
Sharon Collins, Stephanie Frase, Kathryn Muscarella

Gwendolyn Nguyen, Cheyanne Rowland

Kaileah Long, Natalie Matsuura,
Paige Russell, Carrie Ruth Trumbo

Daniel Cooke, Randy Fernandez,

Henrigue Neumann, Zane Winders

Micah Bullard, Daniel Cooke, Joseph Hetzer

Henrique Neumann, Daniel Tran

Kaileah Long, Natalie Matsuura, Sammi Micheal,
Carlie Preskitt, Paige Russell, Olivia Scott,
Anna Tateda, Carrie Ruth Trumbo

Amelia Aroneo, Carly Brink, Brier Bracken,
Elizabeth Brooks, Eva Chronert, Ariel Collins,
Sharon Collins, Gabriela Faber, Stephanie Frase,
Gwendolyn Nguyen, Savannah Payne,
Cheyenne Rowland



OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

President
Kevin Lafferty

Past President Treasurer Governance Chair
D. Benham Kirk Sebastian Oukassou Susan E. Brackett
President-Elect Secretary Members at Large
Lisa Mullen Hilarie Blaney Robin Krieger
Lea Morgan

Melissa Scaramucci

Jeff Blake Christopher Lloyd Scott Reed
Gabrielle Butler Mark McCoy Suzanne Reynolds
Sandy Cotton Stephanie Naifeh Cindi Shelby
Nicholle Edwards Libby Nelson Paige Shepherd
Aimee Harlow Brandy Parson Ann Vitali
Stephanie Kazenske Nazette Zuhdi-Cleaver

Oklahoma City Ballet thanks our Board of Trustees and leadership
team whose time, energy, and generosity enhances our organization
and makes our performances and community programs possible.
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PATRONS OF OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET

AS OF APRIL 8, 2021

Oklahoma City Ballet gratefully acknowledges the individuals, businesses, and foundations

whose generous support makes Oklahoma City Ballet performances and educational programs

possible. Listed below are Oklahoma City Ballet’s supporters as of April 8, 2021.

PREMIERE PARTNERS
$100,000 or more

Allied Arts

Hearst Foundations
Inasmuch Foundation

Kirkpatrick Family Fund

SUSTAINING PARTNERS
$50,000-$99,999
Dr. Susan Brackett and

Mr. Gregg Wadley
The Chickasaw Nation
Devon Energy Corporation
Sumner One

Oklahoma Arts Council

PRINCIPAL PARTNERS
$25,000-$49,999
Anonymous
E.L. and Thelma
Gaylord Foundation
Oklahoma City Community
Foundation
William Velie Attorneys
at Law, PLLC
Caroline Payne Young

SUPPORTING PARTNERS
$15,000-$24,999

Annie Bohanon

Express Employment Professionals

Mari Cook Medley
MidFirst Bank
Shubert Foundation

STRATEGIC PARTNERS
$10,000-$14,999

Arvest Bank

Braum's

Rocky Chen

Larsen Music

Mathis Brothers Furniture
McBride Orthopedic Hospital
McLaughlin Family Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

Mid-America Arts Alliance

Rockwell Foundation

Curtis Teague and Loretta Simonet

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S
CIRCLE

$5,000-$9,999

American Fidelity Foundation
Margaret and John Biggs

Christian Keesee Charitable Trust

Robyn and Charles Duginski
Jeanette and Rand Elliott

ENGEL & VOLKERS, Britta Thrift

Foundation Management, Inc.
Leslie and Cliff Hudson

Becky and Warren Johnson
Sandra and Michael Kirk
Jennifer and Kevin Lafferty
Elaine and Harrison Levy

Love Meyer Family Foundation
Dr. Emily Love,

Turning Point Physical Therapy

Mercy
Kay and Clark Musser
Stephanie and Blair Naifeh

Oklahoma County Medical Society

The Pilates Body

Presbyterian Health Foundation

George Records in honor of
Chris Keesee
Glenna and Richard Tanenbaum

Renate and Chuck Wiggin

BALLET MASTER
$2500-$4999

Allford Hall Monaghan Morris
Frederick Barber

Charles and Cassandra Bowen

Charitable Foundation
Clifford L. Knight Foundation
Sally and Wes Connor
Lawrence and Ronna Davis
Enterprise Holdings

Foundation
Suzette and S. Kim Hatfield
Stephanie and

Faustino Kazenske
Bradley and Robin Krieger
Leadership Oklahoma City

in honor of

Sally Nichols Starling
Dr. Allison Lees, Fit Spa
Sarah and Patrick McKee
Lea and Michael Morgan
Nora Roberts Foundation
OG&E
Raymond H. and Bonnie B.

Hefner Family Fund
Robert and Karen

Browne Family Fund
Melissa and Todd Scaramucci
Cindi and Michael Shelby
Melinda and Aaron Soward
Katherine and John Spaid

Hiroaki and Kaori Takamatsu

PRINCIPAL

$1000-$2499

BancFirst

Bank of America
Charitable Foundation

Bank of Oklahoma

Susan and Trey Bize

Emily and Jeff Blake

Michelle and Gary Brooks

Wendy and Michael Chong

Nazette Zuhdi and Jim Cleaver



PATRONS OF OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET

PRINCIPAL $1000-$2499
Sandy and Art Cotton/
Cotton Consulting
Cathy and Mike Cross
Bob Curtis
Scott Davis
Nicholle and Marc Edwards
Joanne and Bruce Ewing
Vicki and Randy Foraker
Joan Frates
Julie Carrington Hall
Aimee and David Harlow
Kara and Aaron Heintz
Karen Hennes
Vanessa and Charles Hunholz
Mary Lu Jarvis
Gracen Johnsen
Tom Mullen and
Jo Lynne Jones
John Kennedy
Cheryl and D. Benham Kirk
Edith and Michael Laird
Christopher Lloyd and
Erik Salazar
Laurie and Mark McCoy
Ralph and Susan McCoy
Jean and David MclLaughlin
Megan and Jonathan Meier
Karen and Herb Meites
Whitney and Jeff Moore
Lisa and Greg Mullen
Libby and Bobby Nelson
Brian Fitzsimmons and
TiTi Nguyen
Loan Nguyen
O.K. Detrick Foundation Fund
Oklahoma International
Dance Festival
Carlajo and
Christopher Oehrlein
Sebastian Oukassou
Brandy and Brad Parson
Marvin and Sandra Peyton
Stephanie and
Matthew Ryan Pierce
AJ & Macaira Pinto
Jep Daniel and

Suzanne Pointer

Scott Reed

Suzanne and Robert Reynolds
Jennifer and Michael Roberts
Tanya and Warren Robinson
Marjorie and Ralph Shadid
Suzanne Singleterry

Sara and Kyle Sweet

Gregory Taylor

VI Marketing and Branding
Ann Vitali

Tribute donations
in honor of....
Robert Emery in honor of

Sam Blackstock and Jeff Erwin

Charles and Cassandra Bowen
in honor of Betsy Brackett
Janet Guest in honor of

Tom Mullen and Jo Lynne Jones

Pat Gallagher in honor of
Hilarie Blaney and
Jo Lynne Jones
Sherri and William Blaik
in honor of Chance to Dance
Gayle Davis in honor of

Golden Swans

Slater Family Fund in honor of
Phil Burke and Robert Mills

Cynda and Larry Ottaway
in honor of Lauren and
Rich Johnson

Debbie and Allen Ledbetter
in honor of Betsy Brackett

Fort Bend Academy of Arts
and Dance in honor of
Micah Bullard

Anne Workman in honor of
Polly and Larry Nichols

Leadership Oklahoma City

in honor of Sally Nichols Starling

George Records in honor of

Chris Keesee

Tribute donations

in memory of....

Eric and Tiffany Caye Levine
in memory of Miriam Levine

Dr. Leonard Slater in memory
of Lisa Slater

Dallas Gwin in memory of
Yvonne Chouteau and

Miguel Terekhov

SUPPORT
OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET

Oklahoma City Ballet is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization and we need your support this year.
Now is a great time to take advantage of a new
Charitable Giving Incentive as part of the CARE
stimulus package for total charitable contributions
of up to $300.

Contribute today at
okcballet.org/donate



DONORS TO

THE TURNING POINTE

CAMPAIGN

Thank you to our major gift donors to The Turning Pointe Campaign
for Oklahoma City Ballet as of April 8,2021

These donors, who gave $5,000 or more, will be included on the permanent donor
wall at the Susan E. Brackett Dancer Center. It's not too late to add your name
to the list. To donate or with more questions, please email whitney(@okcballet.org.

Susan E. Brackett and
Gregg Wadley

Kirkpatrick Philanthropies
Kirkpatrick Family Fund
Kirkpatrick Foundation
Christian Keesee Charitable Trust

The Chickasaw Nation

Inasmuch Foundation

Glenna and Richard Tanenbaum

E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation
Polly and Larry Nichols

Devon Energy Corporation

Wiggin Family Fund/
Renate and Chuck Wiggin

Nancy and George Records
O.K. Detrick Foundation

Leslie and Clifford Hudson
Jean and David McLaughlin
Presbyterian Health Foundation
W.C. Payne Foundation

Sonic, America's Drive-In

Jeanette and Rand Elliott

Gene Rainbolt

LaDonna and Herman Meinders 23

Good. Better.Best. Fund 7

Dr. Raniyah/Rarnadan 25
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BancFirst

Sandra and Michael Kirk

Elaine and Harrison Levy

Robert Glenn Rapp Foundation

Stephanie and Blair Naifeh

The Norick Family

Kim and David Rainbolt

Jennifer and Kevin Lafferty

Dr. Gennady Slobodov and
Salam Ramadan

Alliford Hall Monaghan Morris

Kristen and AJ Ferate

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

Jeff Erwin and Sam Blackstock

Robert Cooley and Jack Daniel

Carol Cooley

Arnall Family Foundation

Sandy and Art Cotton/
Cotton Consulting

Cheryl and D. Benham Kirk

Amy and Chad McDougall

Lea and Michael Morgan

Suzanne and Robert Reynolds

Simmons Foundation

Sally and Jeff Starling
Chip Oppenheim
Crowe & Dunlevy
Libby-and Bobby-Nelson

Phil Clayton
J. Edward Barth
Emily and Jeff Blake
Karen and Robert Browne
Courtney Briggs Melton
and Timothy Melton
Cathy and Mike Cross
Robyn and Charles Duginski
Nicholle and Marc Edwards
Janet and Scott Fischer
Amy and Kelly Gray
David and Aimee Harlow
Suzette and S. Kim Hatfield
Tom Mullen and
Jo Lynne Jones
Clifford L. Knight Foundation
Lisa Minmier
Scott Reed
Cindy and Lance Ruffel
Cindi and Michael Shelby
Sara and Kyle Sweet
Jennifer and Jim Weinland
Caroline Young
Susan and Ralph McCoy
The Zuhdi Family
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